
How to Become an                            
Amazing Speller: 

   
 *Post It!  
 Write your words on post it notes and put them everywhere so you can                                 

 study while you brush your teeth, before you shut the door, on the fridge... 
 

 *Write your words on flashcards and practice, practice, practice. 

 

 *Play Spelling Bee:  
 Quiz your parents, grandparents, older siblings and challenge them                                      

 to see who is the best speller. 
 

 *Read great books!  
 Your spelling will improve with the more words you read. 

 
 *See it, hear it, say it!  
 Engage all your senses.   

 

 *Come to the study sessions!  
 Meet other spellers, learn other spelling tips, and practice your words. 

 

 *Sleep with a dictionary under your pillow (just kidding). 

 

 Study Tip:  It is recommended that participants study the words   

from the word list of the grade they are currently in PLUS the word 
lists of the two grades higher than the grade they are currently in. 

Parents:                                                                          
*Please be aware that the Spelling Bees                              

have no specific end time.                                                                
*Each Spelling Bee goes until a                                        
Spelling Champion is declared! 

 
Participants:                                                               

*Wear comfortable clothes and  

do NOT wear high heels to your Spelling Bee event.   

Please note:   
 This study guide is for both Spelling Bees: 

 1) Spelling Mini Bee for Grade 1—3 students          
 to be held on February 27 at 2:00 p.m. in                 
 the Theatre Gallery (Main Branch). 

 2 ) Spelling Bee for Grade 4 — 6 students 
 to be held on March 5 at 2:00 p.m. in                                    
 the Theatre Gallery (Main Branch). 
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Mark your calendar! 
The Spelling Bees will be held: 

 

1) Saturday, February 27  
 Spelling Mini Bee 
For Grade 1, 2, 3 students 
2:00 p.m.  
Theatre Gallery (Main Branch) 
Please note:                                                                                                      
On February 27, you must register and attend  your           
orientation in the Community Meeting Room no later than 
1:30 p.m. 

 
2) Saturday, March 5  
 Spelling Bee 
For Grade 4, 5, 6 students 
2:00 p.m. 
Theatre Gallery (Main Branch) 
Please note:                                                                                                       
On March 5, you must register and attend  your orientation 
in the Community Meeting Room  no later than 1:30 p.m.          
 

GOOD LUCK AND HAVE FUN! 

My Challenge Words! 

 



Grade 9 

arachnophobia 
exacerbate 
promenade 
expropriation 
fricassee 
generalization 
juvenescent 
ostentatious 
thermodynamic 
caterwauling 
subpoena 
dromedary 
narcolepsy 
maelstrom 
glockenspiel 
sophomore 
ventriloquist 
bourgeois 
velociraptor 
scintillation 
questionnaire 
acquaintance 
approximately 
commencement 
handkerchief 
magnificence 
perspiration 
requirement 
etiquette 
adolescent 

conceivable 
embroidery 
incidentally 
misspelled 
noticeable 
predominant 
satisfactorily 
unanimously 
consequently 
idiosyncrasy 
correspondence 
exceedingly 
interference 
nuisance 
amphitheatre 
appropriation 
convalescent 
equilibrium 
sacrilegious 
immeasurable 
horticulture 
apostrophe 
soliloquy 
monologue 
quizzical 
aggrandizement 
rhapsody 
temperance 
amelioration 
atrocious 

clientele 
conveyance 
debutant 
boisterous 
auditory 
emancipate 
disintegrate 
deficient 
illegitimate 
consciousness 
invigorating 
vehemently 
expediency 
mediocre 
antiquated 
contemptuous 
onomatopoeia 
alliteration 
labyrinth 
picturesque 
mausoleum 
preponderance 
pugnacious 
remuneration 
subsequent 
successor 
chronology 
resplendent 
whimsical 
subjectivity 

FAQ: 
 
 
 

1. Can I correct a letter during the Bee? 
Once a speller says a letter, they cannot take it back.          
For example, let’s say your word is “spell” and you start with 
“S-P-I.”  Even if you go back and correct yourself, you cannot 
take letters back and it will be deemed a misspell by the 
judge.  
 

TAKE YOUR TIME! You have two minutes to spell your word.  
 

2.  Will they only use words from the Speller’s Guide? 
The Spelling Bee will start with words from the Speller’s 
Guide and then progress to words that are not in the guide. 
Remember, a Spelling Bee is not about memorization but 
about being a strong speller! 
 

3.  If I win the Bee, do I move on to Nationals?   
No.  The CanSpell Canadian Spelling Bee was canceled due 
to lack of sponsors so there is no National or Provincial 
Spelling Bee.  Lethbridge Public Library is hosting this Bee 
independently so that spellers in our area stay in superb 
spelling shape and have the opportunity to continue to    
experience the fun of participating in a Spelling Bee.  
 

4. Do I have to compete against children that are in 
Spelling Mini Bee (Grade 1, 2, 3 students)? 
Yes.  Just like in the CanSpell and National Bees, those in the 
Spelling Mini Bee (Grade 1—3 students) will be competing 
against each other for the trophy.   
 

5. Do I have to compete against children that are in the 
Spelling Bee (Grade 4—6 students)? 
Yes.  Just like in the CanSpell and National Bees, those in the 
Spelling Bee (Grade 4—6 students) will be competing 
against each other for the trophy. 
 

 



How the Bee Works: 
The Pronouncer reads the word. 

The Speller has two minutes to spell the word.                                                 
They may ask the Pronouncer questions about their word. 

The Head Judge will say  
“That is correct.”                 

The speller sits down and    
proceeds to the next round. 

If another speller in the 
round spells their word 
correctly, the speller is 
eliminated from the bee. 

If all the spellers in the 
round spell their word 
incorrectly, the speller 
rejoins the bee and a 
new round begins. 

The bee is won when only one 
speller in a round correctly spells  

their word & spells the   
championship word correctly. 

Speller spells the 
word correctly. 

Speller spells the 
word incorrectly. 

A judge will ring the bell.   
The speller must wait at the 

edge of the stage for the 
round to end. 

Grade 8 

abstentions 
megalomaniac 
poignancy 
adversities 
philanthropy 
luminescence 
annexation 
surreptitiously 
mollification 
apothecary 
sovereign 
espionage 
authoritative 
suffragette 
aerodynamic 
kaleidoscope 
categorical 
grotesque 
choreographs 
paradigm 
controversial 
deaccession 
seismograph 
quixotic 
differentia 
intensification 
splendiferous 
disembodied 
guillotine 
phenomenon 

functionary 
hydraulics 
hypochondriac 
prestigious 
intemperate 
kumquat 
maladaptive 
chauvinistic 
metrication 
organigram 
predisposition 
centenarian 
procrastinate 
pandemonium 
cappuccino 
technophobe 
unsympathetic 
vinegarish 
magnanimous 
knickerbockers 
paraphernalia 
curmudgeon 
excruciating 
preposterous 
formidable 
pseudonym 
onslaught 
eccentric 
inaugurate 
jurisdiction 

claustrophobia 
trepidation 
conscientious 
voracious 
spontaneous 
commemorate 
endeavor 
chastise 
plausible 
susceptible 
turbulent 
petroglyphs 
circumstantial 
matriculation 
anonymity 
juxtapose 
wildebeest 
querulous 
erstwhile 
cavalier 
encryption 
catastrophe 
circadian 
arraignment 
collegiate 
circumference 
inconvenience 
miscellaneous 
personification 
vacillate 



Grade 7 

anonymous 
magnitude 
cistern 
insignia 
linguist 
accelerator 
manuscript 
hereditary 
speedometer 
vegetate 
millisecond 
analgesic 
legitimate 
reprimand 
simultaneously 
patronize 
negligent 
melancholy 
incredulous 
clementine 
apogee 
hospitable 
bystander 
austere 
naturalistic 
laughingstock 
cognizant 
hodgepodge 
oscillating 
artificially 

mischief 
philosopher 
auxiliary 
meddlesome 
bouffant 
prohibitive 
boondoggle 
prologue 
cacophony 
quittance 
carcinogenic 
astronomical 
chesterfield 
signatory 
chivalry 
squandered 
counterfeit 
metamorphic 
despondent 
rhinoceros 
submerged 
conspicuous 
unappetizing 
debriefing 
tantalize 
detriment 
consequence 
upholsterer 
distraught 
venerable 

vocation 
disempower 
poinsettia 
ethnocentric 
negotiations 
dilettante 
haphazard 
extenuating 
grammatical 
serendipity 
trajectory 
hackamore 
mosquitos 
merchandise 
uncertainty 
impulsiveness  
mellifluous 
obnoxious 
capricious 
pediatrician 
uninhibited 
sapphire 
conversation 
insufferable 
jeopardize 
dichotomy 
hallucinogen 
dystopian 
kookaburra 
vengeance 

 

1. Take your time! You have two whole minutes to spell your 
word. 
 
2. Repeat the word before you begin.  By repeating the word,  
the pronouncer and judges can make sure that you are spelling 
the right word.  
 
3. Ask your questions!  You can ask the Pronouncer: 
 To repeat the word 
 To define the word 
 What part of speech is the word 
 To use the word in a sentence 
 
4. No going back— Once you have said a letter,                                
you cannot take it back! 
 
5. Have fun! 
 
 

Tips and Tricks                        
for Spellers:     



Grade One 

tag 
rug 
jet 
got 
why 
nap 
well 
gate 
salt 
map 
axe 
snow 
ship 
bent 
snap 
zing 
vex 
truck 
word 
spell 
book 
rain 
yak 
shut 
burp 
chef 
dog 
gym 
fly 
mug 

clad 
cork 
fact 
lips 
foal 
sap 
fold 
web 
zap 
under 
farm 
bed 
star 
kids 
paw 
beef 
spin 
sky 
down 
when 
guy 
cry 
must 
the 
into 
peel 
rank 
jut 
risk 
scam 

slew 
tapa 
tilt 
turf 
urn 
hap 
host 
iffy 
test 
just 
land 
bit 
loot 
cat  
brown 
lick 
yam 
time 
ink 
put 
dim 
take 
brim 
dump 
jug 
jaw 
yap 
who 
sock 
coat 

Grade 6 

anterior 
dawdle 
axiom 
divvy 
beguiled 
travesty 
emblazoned 
betrothed 
imperious 
bulbous 
malaise 
bombastic 
vitriolic 
contiguous 
sedentary 
crucible 
gustatory 
defamatory 
perceived 
delineate 
quadrillion 
disdained 
anticipatory 
diversion 
introduction 
empiricism 
maudlin 
epitome 
quagmire 
sedentary 

apiary 
facile 
manufacture 
falsetto 
vivacious 
forbearance 
derivative 
garnisheed 
propulsion 
heteronym 
photogenic 
hydrangea 
mammalian 
iconoclast 
corduroy 
impalpable 
tangible 
incandescent 
acrylics 
systemic 
insurance 
continental 
interpreter 
righteous 
languid 
vermillion 
leaguers 
euphemism 
malnourished 
conundrum 

merriment 
persnickety 
necrosis 
pharmacy 
obfuscate 
colonel 
paraphrase 
straightforward 
parsimonious 
infestation 
perambulatory 
enthusiasm 
piquant 
luxurious 
pyrotechnics 
decipher 
quadrate 
reputable 
resolute 
rivulets 
scalene 
rheumatism 
seceded 
anticipation 
sonorous 
windshield 
thereabouts 
bountiful 
precarious 
exaggerate 



Grade 5 

agrimony 
cheapskate 
pious 
anomaly 
cologne 
ribald 
anxious 
moviegoer 
aversion 
obsidian 
bonsai 
government 
brainstorming 
hooligan 
cohesion 
butterscotch 
carriage 
majesty 
cabinetry 
derailment 
intricate 
cohesive 
diplomats 
infamous 
festered 
karate 
consternation 
fortitude 
grieved 
mollify 

immutable 
flotsam 
antipathy 
impossible 
morale 
incisors 
freight 
sheepish 
infallible 
expunge 
inhaling 
equinox 
concession 
inquiry 
grouse 
interview 
lenient 
asylum 
lucrative 
magazine 
princely 
malign 
chlorophyll 
mayhem 
emotional 
nominee 
attendance 
nurture 
depicted 
odorous 

wheezy 
perplex 
pathogen 
overwrought 
raggedy 
radiate 
consonant 
hippopotamus 
chlorine 
rickety 
scandal 
dynamite 
scrounge 
metaphor 
seminar 
journalist 
statutory 
handsome 
strategic 
nuance 
supreme 
headache 
threadbare 
illustrated 
capacity 
whetstone 
partridge 
wrathful 
incentive 
quarrel 

Grade Two 

truth 
score 
myths 
little 
stack 
years 
paint 
chant 
volume 
tight 
wire 
large 
ocean 
shape 
letter 
onset 
view 
sire 
march 
patch 
group 
loud 
badge 
paper 
stutter 
road 
blimp 
charm 
judge 
bluff 

spoil 
final 
boring 
treat 
yellow 
cabin 
prove 
candy 
virus 
cellar 
peach 
robot 
chair 
tally 
point 
quick 
chimes 
nasal 
crude 
sited 
phone 
dusty 
bridge 
dwell 
mouse 
elder 
camping 
erase 
faith 
super 

fifty 
folly 
mitten 
argue 
bacon 
sleet 
hissy 
beard 
hums 
grade 
hype 
monkey 
icky 
kettle 
terms 
twig 
lilt 
truss 
mellow 
snore 
edge 
pout 
sorted 
quite 
shirt 
roast 
spark 
lather 
waxy 
acorn 



Grade Three 

pleasure 
explore 
affirm 
sauce 
telescope 
babyish 
verge 
cotton 
bangle 
clever 
barrel 
province 
beliefs 
fasting 
round 
chaff 
student 
pylon 
sword 
chickpeas 
bonfire 
snowboard 
coupon 
strangest 
deflate 
visual 
product 
details 
happiest 
dorsal 

blackboard 
elude 
terror 
envied 
between 
forecast 
recess 
erupted 
qualms 
crowded 
flurries 
disobey 
fraud 
culture 
spaghetti 
barnyard 
glazed 
fewer 
hardcover 
reveal 
ingrate 
sauna 
reeked 
jillions 
feature 
juicer 
survey 
photograph 
confess 
jangle 

lazing 
rustic 
multiply 
quotation 
decimal 
rumble 
mallow 
turkey 
notable 
always 
nudging 
parched 
sequence 
weepy 
fountain 
trolley 
absorb 
certain 
primary 
fierce 
advice 
mural 
outcome 
physical 
fluent 
intend 
average 
wisdom 
disease 
federal 

Grade Four 

acreage 
baggage 
giraffe 
meteor 
fuchsia 
convinced 
pineapple 
adjuster 
entertain 
naive 
defiant 
indicted 
angina 
recognize 
peculiar 
invisible 
plentiful 
request 
severe 
orphan 
zippiest 
frontier 
nutrients 
neutral 
underneath 
asphalt 
blight 
potable 
numerical 
acceptance 

structure 
calamity 
upbringing 
manacled 
candlefish 
distinctive 
classical 
receipt 
alligator 
voluntarily 
tangerine 
qualify 
clemency 
squalid 
crucial 
default 
wordiness 
denier 
remarkable 
ensnared 
curator 
ambulance 
equity 
torque 
expressed 
foolhardy 
highlight 
enjoyment 
historian 
obliged 

humidity 
dispatch 
impaled 
junkyard 
glacial 
analyze 
merger 
exchange 
wavelength 
negate 
evasion 
novelist 
steadily 
demonstrate 
valiant 
calculate 
precious 
electrician 
parsley 
marshmallow 
forager 
curiosity 
pursued 
racism 
identical 
porridge 
moonlight 
gentleman 
extraordinary 
considerable 


